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acted as guards and executioners, after they liad mocked him,
took off the purple robe, and put on him Ms own raiment, and

led him away to crucify him. It Is not said that they took off
the crown of thorns: lie probably wore that to the last, as ex-
planatory of Ins title 011 the cross, MatLxxvii. 26, Markxv. 20,
Luke xxiii. 25, John xix. 16.

Matthew, on this occasion,, and Mark also, say that they
scourged him ; but as only one scourging is mentioned by eacli
of the Evangelists., and the rest agree in assigning to it an earlier
date, and a second, at this later, would be wantonly cruel, when
lie was going to suffer the most dreadful punishment of cruci-
fixion, and that also against Pilate*s will, it is highly probable
that Matthew and Mark meant the same; connecting the two
punishments together, though not In immediate succession,

THE   CRUCIFIXION,

And now JESUS was led through the city, by the dolorous
way * towards Calvary, bearing Ills cross, according to the Ro-
man custom; not the whole cross, but only that transverse part
to which the arms were fastened, called/kmi, (whence the cri-
minal was called furcifer,) as distinguished from the upright
beam, called stipes, fixed in the ground.

As he went, (like Isaac, his type, bearing the wood for his
own sacrifice. Gen, xxii. 6,) exhausted with fatigue and fasting.
Psalm cix. 24, and fainting under the burden, the soldiers
pressed into their service Simon, the Cyreman, as he came out
of the country, opposite the gate oiEphraim, (by tradition,) and
compelled him to relieve JESUS, by carrying the cross after
him. Matt, xxvli. 32; Mark xv. 21 ; Luke xxiii. 26 ; John
xix. 17.

And there followed him a great number of the people., and
also of women, who beat their breasts and bewailed Mm, but
JESUS tiiTiiing to them, said, Daughters of Jerusalem, icecp not
for me, I tit ireep rather Jbr yourselves and for your children,
upon whom my blood was Imprecated : for lo, days of vengeance
are coming, in which people shall say, Blessed are the barren,
and the wombs that never bare, and the paps that never gave
suck I when they shall see the infants massacred by the Ro-
mans. Then, shall 1hey begin to say to the mountains, Fall on

* Ste the map of Jerusalem^ and it*. e&planatLn, Vol. T. p. 437.